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Throughout 
the last year, 
Driscoll 
Children’s 
Hospital 
changed what 
it means to 
be a children’s 
hospital by 
continually 
looking outside 

hospital walls to work for the good of the 
community. 

Collaboration with local public health 
authorities brought Driscoll’s infectious 
disease expertise to the community as 
we navigated the pandemic together. 
Strong partnerships with community 
leaders and members have allowed 
Driscoll to improve access to COVID-19 
testing and vaccines in our region. These 
joint efforts led to over 40,000 vaccinated 
Texans (see page 14). Families are safer 
and healthier because of it. 

This past year has proven what we 
believed, Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
can not only navigate through difficult 
times; we can be agile through them, 
keeping our care for children at the 
highest level. For 68 years, Driscoll has 
firmly established itself as a preeminent 
pediatric healthcare provider in the region 
because of how deeply rooted we are in 
South Texas. 

In our continuous efforts to provide 
more care for more kids, I am excited to 
announce plans for Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital to independently operate a new 
inpatient children’s hospital in the Rio 
Grande Valley (see page 6). The new 
eight-level, freestanding hospital will 
be located in Edinburg on the campus 
of DHR Health, and will be the only 
designated freestanding children’s 
hospital in the RGV.  

I truly believe the best investment in our 
future is the wellness of our children. It 
is because of supporters like you that 
we are able to help so many children and 
impact an entire region. Your generosity 
ensures that Driscoll is able to build 
healthier communities for generations to 
come. 

The future for children’s healthcare in the 
Rio Grande Valley is bright! Thank you for 
supporting our mission.

Sincerely,

Bob Shockney, President 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Development Foundation Board
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Craig Smith has been named Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for Driscoll 
Health Plan. 

As Driscoll Health Plan CEO, Smith will be responsible for the overall 
performance of the Health Plan. He also will be responsible for 
developing and maintaining strong relationships with all providers and 
individuals in the public and political arena, as well as representing the 
Health Plan in the community.

“I am tremendously excited to be a part of the Driscoll Health Plan 
family and humbled to be working with such an incredible, mission-
driven team that is focused on improving the health and supporting the 
lives of our clients across all of South Texas,” Smith said.

Smith has spent the last several years working in managed care in 
the western United States with Anthem, Inc. and its subsidiaries. 
Smith served in a number of roles at Anthem, primarily as President of 
Amerigroup Washington and as President of the Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Nevada Medicaid health plan. Prior to those roles, Smith 
was based out of Anthem’s Amerigroup Texas operations serving as 
a Regional Vice President of State Affairs and as a Senior Director of 
Government Relations. 

Smith’s background in healthcare stems from a decade of serving as 
policy advisor to multiple Texas State Senate and House legislative 
officials, where he was integrally involved in sweeping health initiatives 
like the creation of the state’s first public educator health insurance 
program and CHIP eligibility reform. He also has worked in law, 
architecture and public education reform.

He holds a Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of Houston Law 
Center, a Master of Architecture from the University of Houston, and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the University of Texas. He also is a 
current member of the Texas State Bar. Smith, who grew up in Victoria 
and has family in Corpus Christi, is the father of two young sons.

Craig Smith named 
Driscoll Health Plan CEO

“I am tremendously excited to be a 
part of the Driscoll Health Plan family 
and humbled to be working with such 

an incredible, mission-driven team 
that is focused on improving the 

health and supporting the lives of our 
clients across all of South Texas.”

Craig Smith, CEO, Driscoll Health Plan
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Two little girls doing what little girls like to 
do: running, jumping, laughing, giggling. 

The two are bundles of energy. It is 
amazing how quickly they move around. 
They run around the medical office, 
although someone occasionally will tell 
them to be careful that they don’t fall. This 
is regular advice for any 5-year-old, but is it 
for two little girls who were formerly one? 
Movement of any kind is a gift for them. 
There was no guarantee they would ever 
have this much “normalcy.”

Being able to run so freely and naturally 
must have been the last thing on anyone’s 
mind on April 12, 2016.

That day, the challenge – and a daunting 
one at that – was the separation surgery 
of conjoined twins in a triplet birth, an 
extremely rare occurrence. No one at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital had ever 
performed such a complicated procedure. 
After many months of intense preparation, 
fourteen physicians and a staff of medical 
professionals were ready to do whatever 
had to be done to offer the hope of a 
normal life to the conjoined twins.

In 2021, it is a totally different story. 
While at a routine check-up at Driscoll 
Children’s Specialty Center-Harlingen 

Brownsville’s 
formerly 

conjoined twins 
are running, 

laughing, 
doing well

&Scarlett  
Ximena
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in late February, Scarlett and Ximena 
Torres, of Brownsville, are charming 
everyone in sight. Like whirling dervishes, 
Scarlett and Ximena are here, there – and 
everywhere. Running, rather than being 
conjoined. Moving. Constantly.

“Don’t they look good?” said Haroon 
Patel, MD, Pediatric Surgeon and Team 
Leader of the separation surgery, as they 
skedaddled here and there around the 
clinic. “They know their way around here.”

“How is school? Do you like school?” Dr. 
Patel asked. The girls, who have been 
joined by triplet Catalina and younger 
sister Lucia, are running around as if they 
ran the clinic. In a sense, they do.

“They’ve got free rein here,” said Dr. Patel. 
“They are part of the family.”

The two are very proud members of the 
Driscoll family. For someone who has 
followed their story since their birth in 
2015, the sight of them acting like any 
other child is a game-changer.

Who doesn’t remember the photos 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital released of 
them before the operation, showing how 
the twins were fused below the waist, 
sharing a colon and bladders. 

How did this miracle happen? By 
gathering a top-notch group of medical 
personnel who spent almost a year trying 
to piece together the puzzle that would 
offer Scarlett and Ximena independence. 

Teamwork – between physicians, nurses 
and other Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
staff members – made all the difference 
in the care of Scarlett and Ximena and 
their identical sister Catalina, who was 
born without serious health problems. 
Forty-five medical professionals were 
directly involved in their care.

Driscoll’s involvement began early, 
before the triplets were born, with 
Driscoll Health System’s Maternal Fetal 
Medicine Specialists closely monitoring 
the mother’s progress and delivering 
the babies. Seventy minutes after their 
birth May 16, 2015, at Corpus Christi 
Medical Center-Bay Area, the babies 
were transported to Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU), where Scarlett and Ximena 
remained until their surgery date: April 12, 
2016. 

That Driscoll teamwork was honed 
during biweekly meetings of key medical 
personnel dedicated to learning more 
about addressing the extremely rare 
occurrence. While conjoined twins are 
born in 1 of every 200,000 births, the 
incidence of a triplet birth involving 
conjoined twins is believed to be about 1 
in 50 million.

“A dedicated team of specialists worked 
for months to prepare for this complex 
surgery,” said Dr. Patel.

The team prepared for the surgery 
using virtual computer simulations and 
generating 3-D models of the twins’ 
anatomy. Surgeons also employed 
innovative technology, the Image 
Perfusion Scanner, which had never 
before been used in surgery to separate 
conjoined twins. The scanner, or “Spy 
Camera,” assesses blood flow in areas 
where physicians are operating and 
provides critical information to assist 
surgeons in determining where to divide 
skin and organs. 

On April 12, 2016, the separation surgery 
began at 8:37 a.m. and ended at 8:47 
p.m., and was Driscoll’s first operation 
on conjoined twins. Several specialties 
participated, including pediatric surgery, 
plastic surgery, urology, orthopedics 
and anesthesia. After all that planning, 
physicians were thankful the separation 
surgery was a success.

Prior to the separation surgery, the 
surgical team coordinated with a variety 

of physicians, therapists and specialists 
in other disciplines to care for the girls’ 
nutrition, recovery preparation and family 
needs. Such planning was critical to 
ensure proper recovery.

The triplets celebrated their first birthday 
at a special party at Driscoll on May 16, 
2016. Scarlett and Ximena were released 
from Driscoll Children’s Hospital on May 
18, 2016, and returned to the Rio Grande 
Valley.

 “We let the parents know from the 
start that this was going to be a lifelong 
relationship. It wasn’t going to be a one-
and-done surgery. The girls are going to 
have ongoing medical needs,” said Dr. 
Patel.

Those medical needs are why the girls 
return periodically to Driscoll for check-
ups. Despite what the future might hold, 
Scarlett and Ximena are content being 
“normal” little girls.

“You look like a princess,” one of the 
nurses told the two while they were 
going through their routine check-up in 
Harlingen. And they do. They are wearing 
bright, beautiful blue dresses. Smiling. 
Always smiling.

Most likely, the formerly conjoined twins 
will face any upcoming challenges as 
they have everything else in their young 
lives: with a smile on their faces.

Formerly conjoined twins Scarlett and Ximena Torres were successfully separated by 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital surgeons April 12, 2016.
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Great News for 
Rio Grande Valley Kids
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In our continuous efforts 

to provide more care for 

more kids, we are pleased 

to announce that Driscoll 

Children’s Hospital is opening 

a brand new inpatient facility 

in the Rio Grande Valley. The 

new eight-level, freestanding 

hospital, Driscoll Children’s 

Hospital Rio Grande Valley, will 

be located on the campus of 

DHR Health in Edinburg.

Beginning in early 2019 Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital and DHR Health began discussions 
regarding the expertise of each hospital and 
how to ensure that all patients in the Rio 
Grande Valley have access to high quality care. 
DHR Health wanted to expand its services 
and focus solely on the adult population, while 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital desired to bring 
additional pediatric services to South Texas. 
After months of discussions, the parties 
collectively agreed to a long-term arrangement 
in which DHR Health will build a customized 
children’s hospital on its campus leased to and 
operated solely and independently by Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital. Construction of the new 

Driscoll Children’s Hospital Rio Grande Valley 
hospital will begin later this year, with an 
anticipated opening in late 2022.

When Driscoll Children’s Hospital Rio Grande 
Valley opens, it will be the only designated 
freestanding children’s hospital in the Rio 
Grande Valley and provide pediatric services 
including pediatric specialists, acute inpatient 
and outpatient surgery, emergency services, 
a level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU), a Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU), 
rehabilitation services, imaging, laboratory and 
Child Life program. 

Driscoll Children’s Hospital Rio Grande Valley 
anticipates employing more than 400 local 
employees, creating significant economic 
impact and new job opportunities. We look 
forward to working with current DHR Health 
staff and pediatric providers in the Rio Grande 
Valley as well as recruiting additional pediatric 
staff and specialists where needed in order to 
provide more care to more children closer to 
their homes. 

Driscoll Children’s Hospital founder, Clara 
Driscoll’s vision to offer care for children 
throughout South Texas continues. Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital already has a strong 
presence in the Rio Grande Valley with 
specialty centers in Brownsville, Harlingen, and 
McAllen. Our new hospital will greatly enhance 
our commitment to providing children with 
more convenient access to an even greater 
number of pediatric sub-specialists that will 
complement the outstanding care currently 
offered in the Rio Grande Valley.

The future for children’s healthcare in the Rio 
Grande Valley is bright.  We look forward to 
being an even larger part of the Rio Grande 
Valley community.

Our new hospital will greatly enhance 

our commitment to providing children 

with more convenient access to an 

even greater number of pediatric 

sub-specialists that will complement 

the outstanding care currently 

offered in the Rio Grande Valley.Opening late 2022
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Fiesta de los Niños:
Touching hearts across South Texas 

For 29 years, friends of Driscoll Children’s Hospital have come together 
to support the mission of Driscoll Children’s Hospital – providing 
expert care, education, outreach and advocacy to families across 
South Texas. This year was no exception. 

Thank you to all who joined us in celebration of the 29th Annual Fiesta 
de los Niños, and those who supported from afar. We are incredibly 
grateful for your commitment to getting kids back to being kids. A 
special thanks to longtime presenting sponsor, Flint Hills Resources, 
for their continued dedication to helping create a bright future for 
children in South Texas.  

Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Driscoll’s Heart Center 
– specifically, the purchase of equipment that is used for cardiac 
imaging. The Driscoll Heart Center has been providing quality, 
compassionate care to heart patients throughout South Texas since 
1962 – patients like Charlie (see page 11). 
To learn more, visit 
www.driscollchildrens.org.

We look forward to the 30th Annual Fiesta de los Niños, 
happening February 4, 2022! 

Thank you to our community partners for your continued support

Kevin Lassahn, Valero Energy Corpus Christi Refineries Vice 
President and General Manager (from left) and Eric Hamon, 
Driscoll Health System CEO. 

Karen Haug (from left); Vicki Gaarder; Janie Hoskins; and 
Samantha Gates, Fiesta de los Niños Committee Co-Chairs. 
Not pictured: Suzanne Almond

Lisa and Jake Herring dance to the live music provided by 
Max Stalling. 
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Tammy and Bob Shockney, along with 
their new puppy Holly.

Eric Hamon, Driscoll Health System CEO (from left), and Betsy and 
Mike Carrell.

Andy Saenz, Koch Companies Public Sector 
Regional Manager Public Affairs (from left), and 
Eric Hamon, Driscoll Health System CEO. 

Bailey and Bill Wilson (from left), and Manette and Richard Scanio.

Justin Findley (from left); Eric Hamon, Driscoll Health System CEO; Jim and 
Caryl Devlin.
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This is Armando. Armando was born 
premature and after birth he was 
transported to the Level IV Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit at Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital. That journey for a premature 
baby can be challenging because of the 
noise and movement that is involved with 
transporting. 

That is why Driscoll’s Critical Transport 
Team decided to get involved with a study 
of the Transportle Infant Positioning Aid. 
During the study, Driscoll was able to offer 
feedback that helped make the Transportle 
safer and more effective. 

“The Transportle is the infant device we 
are going to utilize to move our most 
fragile patients from referring facilities 
to our high level NICU at Driscoll,” said 
Jeremy Goodman, Director of Critical Care 
Transport.

The Transportle preemie pod helps enable 
the infant to nest while providing support 
for their fragile heads and bodies during 
both air and ground transport. 

“We want them to be secure and we want 
them to be comfortable on the trip,” said 

Kimberly Davis, Critical Care Transport RN. 
“It’s squishy. It gives them a nice little pad 
to lay on and it gives them boundaries. 
Babies like boundaries.”

Driscoll’s Critical Transport Team is in 
need of resources to insure a sufficient 
supply of Transportles, so that premature 
babies like Armando can be transported 
in a safe and stable way to Driscoll’s Level 

IV NICU.  

“Our goal is to make sure they have 
the best life possible,” said Kristie 
Rangel, Critical Care Transport Clinical 
Coordinator. “If we can save one child 
and use a device like this and have their 
outcomes as they grow older be the best 
that they can be then that’s why we would 
want to do that”.

During the 2021 Fiesta de los Niños, 
guests had an opportunity to support 
the purchase of additional Transportle 
preemie pods through Light Up the Night.

 What’s more – Valero Energy Foundation 
generously matched Light Up the Night 
efforts, up to $25,000.

 For those unable to attend, you can 
still be a part of the life-saving care by 
donating online at www.driscollchildrens.
org/donate. Simply type in the comment 
box ‘Transport’ to ensure infants in our 
community and beyond receive the very 
best pediatric care during their ride to 
Driscoll.

“If you were going to want to give and 
invest in a child’s future, that should start 
from day one...and this is day one,” said 
Goodman.

Transportle preemie pods 
ensure safe transport to NICU

For preemies such as Armando (above), the Transportle preemie pod is a godsend 
because it keeps the infant secure and comfortable while they are being transported by 
the Critical Transport Team to Driscoll’s Level IV Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).

 The Transportle preemie pod enables the infant to nest while providing support for their 
fragile heads and bodies during air and ground transport.
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Charlie Ezekiel Saldaña’s smile has taken 
him through a lot in his young life.

Charlie was born in Edinburg on December 
3, 2019, to David Saldaña and Victoria 
Garcia. Charlie was the young couple’s 
first child, and his delivery and condition 
all looked good. Soon after Charlie’s birth, 
his parents saw the first of many smiles 
appear on their baby’s face.

Victoria and David held their son for his 
first two hours in the world before he was 
taken for a check-up. After that, all three of 
their lives took an unexpected turn.

A heart murmur in Charlie led to the 
discovery of hypoplastic left heart 
syndrome. This is a congenital heart 
defect in which the left side of the heart 
has not formed correctly, affecting normal 
blood flow. David and Victoria were told 
the condition was life-threatening and that 
he needed an operation.

Charlie was taken to Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital for surgical treatment, where 

they met Pediatric Cardiothoracic Surgeon 
Stephen M. Langley, MBBS, MD, FRCS 
(CTh), FETCS, the director of Driscoll’s 
Heart Program. 

David said Dr. Langley sat down with him 
and told him he wasn’t going to lie or 
sugarcoat anything about the surgery, that 
he was going to be straightforward with 
David and tell him what’s going to happen. 
“That made me feel comfortable,” said 
David.

Treatment of hypoplastic left heart 
syndrome involves three main surgeries. 
The first happens soon after birth – in 
Charlie’s case, within a week after his 
birth. The surgery is called the Norwood 
Procedure, in which the right ventricle is 
converted into the main ventricle, pumping 
blood to both the lungs and the body. 

David said on surgery day, Dr. Langley told 
them that if anything happened during the 
surgery, he would let David and Victoria 
know. “As soon as the surgery was done, 
Dr. Langley came out with the biggest 
smile on his face. He shook my hand, told 
me the surgery went well and he didn’t 
have any concerns. I fell down crying and 
gave him a hug – I felt very welcome and 
safe about Dr. Langley,” said David.

Victoria said they were pleased to see their 
baby gain weight and look healthy his first 
month of life, following the surgery. 

Charlie had his second surgery in spring 
2020. Since that time, Victoria said Charlie 
has grown a lot and is a vibrant, healthy-
looking and happy baby. Tharak Yarrabolu, 
MD, FAAP, FACC, serves as Charlie’s 
primary cardiologist at Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital.

David said he sometimes forgets that 
Charlie has a heart disorder because he 
plays like a normal child, but he does get 
tired faster. 

Victoria said, “I think the hardest thing 
for us is when his attitude changes, we 
aren’t sure if it’s just him being a baby 
or something is actually wrong. He was 
positive for COVID-19 around June 2020 
and it was the most nerve-wracking thing. 
He was in the hospital for a day and the 
next day it was like nothing had happened, 
so I’m grateful for that.”

Charlie’s third surgery with Driscoll Heart 
Center will come between two and three 
years of age. 

Through it all, Charlie has always had 
his smile. “Charlie is amazing. He was 
smiling those first two hours we had him 
with us after he was born, and he was 
super smiley even after his surgery,” said 
Victoria. 

“He’s a ball of joy, a ball of sunshine. He’s 
our miracle child,” said David.

Charlie’s story: 
Hypoplastic left heart syndrome
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Donor

Thank you to John Frost and David Hobbs, founders and 
organizers of Hobbs Hot Rod Run, for creating the Premier 
Hobbs Foundation Endowment for Driscoll Children’s 
Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. 

The money for the endowment was raised at the 10-year 
anniversary of the Hobbs Hot Rod Run on February 27, 
2021, and the check was presented to Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital on March 27 at Fisherman’s Wharf in Port 
Aransas.

The Premier Hobbs Foundation is also raffling a 2021 
Camaro, with 100% of the proceeds going to the Premier 
Hobbs Foundation Endowment for Driscoll Children’s 
Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. Go to 
www.hobbshotrodrun.com and click the raffle link to 

A day of dancing for the kids at Texas A&M University – 
Kingsville’s Dance Marathon raised over $9,200 to help pediatric 
patients and families in South Texas. 

Dance Marathon is a student-led movement benefiting 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. One-hundred percent 
of the funds raised stay local to support local kids – kids like 
Christian. 

Christian, 5, and his mom Amanda attended Dance Marathon to 
share their story about how Driscoll has impacted their lives. 

Thank you, TAMUK! 

Hobbs Hot Rod 
Run creates 
lasting impact for 
Cancer and Blood 
Disorders Center

Dancing for the kids

John Frost (left) and David Hobbs, founders and organizers of 
Hobbs Hot Rod Run, donated $100,000 to Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital on March 27, 2021, in Port Aransas. The money was raised 
at the 10-year anniversary of the Hobbs Hot Rod Run, which was 
held Feb. 27, 2021.

Driscoll Children’s Hospital Development Foundation

enter to win a 2021 Camaro LT1. Your entries benefit patients and 
families dealing with a diagnosis of pediatric cancer or a blood 
disorder.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of South Texas 
children!
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Spotlight

Driscoll Health System employees give back to 
our community by championing the health needs 
of children every day. Employees who extend that 
generosity by providing an annual gift to Driscoll 
are who we call “Miracle Makers.”

Since its inception in 1989, Miracle Makers have 
raised over $2.4 million for Driscoll Children’s 

Hospital. This support, coupled with expertise, 
compassion and commitment, are so critical to 
perpetuating the Driscoll Way. 

Driscoll employees know firsthand the importance 
of providing the best experience for every child and 
family who come to us for care. Meet a few of our 
2021 Miracle Makers:

Miracle Makers: 
Driscoll employees give back to community

Kathryn Olivera, 
Child Life Specialist

Iris Mena, Emergency 
Department Technician

Vanessa Salazar (from left); Ana Hernandez; 
and Reymundo Cruz, Driscoll Health Plan. 

Tassie Dreier (from left); Alicia Mircovich; 
and Heather Palacios, Human Resources 
Recruitment Team.

“When I was 18 years old, I had back surgery 
to help repair scoliosis. My surgery was 
performed here at Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
in 1999. Now, I work in the Emergency 
Department as an ED Tech, helping to serve 
our community and renew daily commitment 
to our children. I lovingly donate a portion of 
my paycheck to the Miracle Makers to help 
enhance the medical care to all children in 
South Texas.”

“Participating 
in the Miracle 
Maker program 
gives us the 
opportunity 
to feel like we 
are truly caring 
for the kids 
and helping 
our healthcare 
heroes achieve 
Driscoll’s 
mission.”

“I like to be part of the Miracle 
Maker program every year to 
contribute a little bit more to 
the great work that Driscoll 
does in providing wonderful 
care for our children. Driscoll 
does such a good job of 
making sure that the kids are 
taken care of and I just love to 
be a part of that even in one 
small additional way.” 

“Working at Driscoll allows 
us many opportunities, 
but the most important 
for us as a team is being 
present and helping our 
community and members. 
We feel proud to be a part 
of a health system that 
is always seeking ways 
to help those around us. 
It’s the little, every day 
opportunities that allow 
us to help make miracles 
happen.” 
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Teaming up to
vaccinate community

Driscoll Children’s Hospital is always ready 
to step up for the communities we serve. 
Through a partnership between Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital and the City of Corpus 
Christi, over 40,000 people in the Coastal 
Bend and surrounding areas have received 
their COVID-19 vaccine. 

The creation of the vaccination clinic 
involved the efforts of many Driscoll 
departments, and came together in a 
short period of time. 

“We found out on Sunday, January 17, that 
we were approved to be a vaccination hub 
and by late Monday night, we had a pretty 
solid shell of a workflow created. We 
cleaned it up over the next few days and 
ran our first clinic the following week,” said 
Jennifer Bailey, Driscoll Epic Director. (Epic 
is the electronic medical record system 
used by Driscoll.)

Driscoll has staffed large vaccine clinics at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital, the American 
Bank Center, Miller High School and Del 
Mar West campus with many staff and 
volunteers working seamlessly together to 
vaccinate the community. 

“It is wonderful to see so many people 
come together with a single goal: to make 
this work for our community,” said Bailey.

When a new vaccination clinic is 
scheduled, there are many moving parts 
to accommodate our community and to 
be sure everything runs smoothly. 

“We have infrastructure monitoring 
the load on our servers and their Epic 
counterparts, helping us if any issues 
arise. The Call Center leadership is on the 
session, updating us with the number of 
callers in their queue and making sure it is 
in line with the number of appointments 

they still have available. Registration 
is monitoring an email inbox for any 
questions coming in from community 
members having difficulty. Marketing 
monitors social media posts to determine 
if community members are having trouble 
registering. It is truly a team effort,” said 
Bailey.

With the complexities being handled 
behind the scenes, all of this is made 
possible by over 100 people helping at 
each clinic. 

“Being able to provide vaccinations to our 
community has been such a blessing. 
The clinical team has found this such 
an amazing opportunity to help the 
community and finding it is such a joy 
to add this to what they do every day at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital,” said Nancy 
Fallwell, RN, MSN/MHA, Director of 
Infection Prevention at Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital.

If you received a vaccine through Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, please share your 
experience with us at development@
dchstx.org. 
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Driscoll welcomes 
new physicians

Bansuri Sheth, DDS, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Pediatric 
Dentist. 

Dr. Sheth, who works at Kennedy Dental Care, received her Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree from New York University College of Dentistry in New York, New York. 

She completed a Pediatric Dentistry Residency at Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx, 
New York. 

Maria Perez-Johnson, DO, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a 
Pediatrician. 

Dr. Perez-Johnson received her medical degree from the Texas College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Fort Worth, Texas. 

She completed her Residency in Pediatrics at Driscoll Children’s Hospital in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

Dr. Perez-Johnson is board certified in Pediatrics by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics.  

Valentine Enemuo, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Pediatric 
Gastroenterologist. 

Dr. Enemuo received his medical degree from the University of Nigeria College of Medicine 
in Ituku, Nigeria.

He completed his Residency in Pediatrics at the Charles Drew University Medical Center in 
Los Angeles, California. 

Dr. Enemuo completed his Fellowship in Pediatric Gastroenterology at British Columbia 
Children’s Hospital in Vancouver, British Columbia.

He is board certified in Pediatric Gastroenterology. 

Bansuri Sheth, DDS

Maria Perez-Johnson, DO

Valentine Enemuo, MD
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Ten-year-old Valeria Ramirez, from Brownsville, 
began dialysis at Driscoll Children’s Valley 
Dialysis Center in McAllen when she was just 
eight years old. For 10 months, Valeria and her 
family anxiously awaited a new kidney. A year 
after beginning treatment, that call finally came. 

In 2019, Valeria underwent the kidney transplant 
surgery at Driscoll Children’s Hospital. She 
remained in Corpus Christi for about a year 
after the transplant receiving follow-up care and 
treatment.

Grateful for her new kidney, Valeria had a word 
of encouragement for other children who are 
waiting for a kidney: “I would tell them it’s going 
to be okay and there will be a kidney for them 
soon.”

Valeria said that Driscoll’s nurses and her 
favorite physician, Nephrologist Amy Becker, 
MD, helped her get through everything. 

“All of the nurses were very nice, and they cared 
a lot,” she said. 

Driscoll Children’s Hospital Dialysis Center in 
Corpus Christi and Driscoll Children’s Valley 
Dialysis Center in McAllen are comprised of 
a multidisciplinary team including physicians 
who are board certified in pediatric nephrology, 
experienced dialysis nurses, a renal dietitian 
and a social worker.

Driscoll Children’s Hospital in Corpus Christi has 
long been the South Texas leader in pediatric 
kidney care, with nephrology services beginning 
in 1999, dialysis services beginning in 2004 and 
the first renal transplant in 2007.

For more information, visit
www.driscollchildrens.org/specialty/
nephrology-dialysis

Brownsville girl thankful 
for kidney transplant at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
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Countless children and their families have 
been touched by the care provided at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital. Many of these 
families have been so grateful that they 
decided to give back to our organization. 

Mary and George Rayhons’ journey at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital began when 
their grandson Logan was diagnosed with 
cancer. The family’s journey continued 
at Driscoll’s Cancer and Blood Disorders 
Center, where Logan received treatments. 
Today, Logan is doing great and the 
Rayhons say Driscoll is a big part of 
that. Mary and George have shown their 
gratitude with a generous gift to the Cancer 
and Blood Disorders Center at Driscoll. 

“There’s not enough money on earth 

that we could ever give to show our 
appreciation to the team that saved 
Logan’s life,” said Mary.  

Our Grateful Patient Program provides 
a way for patients and families, like the 
Rayhons, to express their gratitude while 
making a lasting impact. If you or a family 
member is a “grateful patient” of Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, we encourage you to 
share your story with us. 

We love hearing about how Driscoll has 
impacted lives, whether it be a positive 
experience with a doctor, nurse, chaplain 
or another member of hospital staff; or life-
changing care received through a specific 
program or community outreach initiative. 

familiesGRATEFUL

How has Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital made a difference in 
your life? Share you story with us 
at development@dchstx.org

There are many ways to express 
gratitude, but nothing compares 
to impacting the lives of those 
around you in a positive way. If 
you are interested in making a 
donation, or would like to learn 
about more ways to give back, 
please visit 
www.driscollchildrens.org/giving
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Honor giving
January 1 - May 31, 2021

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these lists, errors sometimes occur.  
If a mistake has been made, please accept our apology and notify the Development Foundation at (361) 694-6401.

Scott Alne 
Deborah Cook

Dena Atzenhoffer  
Mary Beth DeLano

Andres S. Banda  
Cecile Pesek

Colton Barnard  
Beverly Dirks

Lauren Burow  
Steven Bernal

Janet and Charles Clark 
Mary Beth DeLano

Paige M. Cooper  
June and Robert B. Owen

Martin C. Davis  
Martha Avery

Armando R. DeLeon  
Eduardo DeLeon

Elsie R. Ferguson  
Rosa and Guadalupe Delgadillo

Mallory Fields  
Laura S. Gutierrez

Deborah W. Flynn  
Cecile Pesek

Diane D. Gates  
Lisa and Marc Layton

Elizabeth Gentry  
Emily and Casper Wenzel

Rafael J. Guerra  
Maxine and A. R. Guerra

Cathy Harrison  
Lisa Strickhausen

Gianna Hines 
Errin Gurney

Rachel and Trevor Houston  
Mary Beth DeLano

Rita and Richard Hoy  
Mary Beth DeLano

Mudassar Ishan  
Steven Bernal

Robert G. Jacobi  
June and Robert B. Owen

Charles James  
Lisa Strickhausen

Mary A. Jones 
Roger Bateman

Cathy J. Lopez  
Steven Bernal

Thomas M. Matthews 
Mary Beth DeLano

Esther Minten 
Mary Alice Landrum 
Melinda Minks

Janie M. Minten  
Melinda S. Minks

Victoria Montalvo  
Mary and Robert Losoya

Shelby L. Ogwang  
Kandee Richardson-Guartuche

Kristin L. Pierce  
Valentin Colunga

Elizabeth Reyes  
Team Montalvo

Neveyah L. Reyes  
Frances Vineyard

Erica & William Rhodes 
Mary Beth DeLano

Conor Rice 
Marilou Castroll

Sam L. Susser  
Martha Avery

Melissa Torres  
Sandra DeGregorio

Kenneth Trail  
Lisa Strickhausen

Cecelia Valencia 
Beverly Dirks

Collin W. Van Buskirk  
Steven Bernal

Tharak R. Yarrabolu, MD  
Lisa Strickhausen

All Children  
Maureen and Edward G. Romero

Auxiliary to Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Jan E. Cuellar

Children at Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Antonio Cervantez

You can remember or honor a loved one, friend, grandchild, favorite doctor or nurse, or celebrate 
someone’s birthday by making a gift to Driscoll Children’s Hospital in their name. Driscoll will 
acknowledge your gift by sending a card of appreciation and recognition of your support for the 
children in South Texas. Thank you for making our mission your mission.
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Memorial giving
January 1 - May 31, 2021

Peter F. Abrignani 
Barbara and Keith Walshak

Lloyd E. Ashley  
Sandra and Keith Burg 
Cenizo Services, Inc. 
Annie Gravell 
Carole and Kenneth D. Harris 
Janice Hill 
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds 
Florence and Robert J. Kolodziej 
Kay and John W. Ray 
Sally and Weldon G. Riggs 
Patricia J. Wildenstein

Arnold L. Baker 
Sandra and Ronald R. Baker

Ermelinda Banuelos  
Aracelia and Charles Edelman

Patricia Ann B. Bednorz  
Mary Ann and Gail A. Oldham

Louie Blount  
Jo Green

Vedena Brown  
Roberta R. Hodges

Emma Buentello 
Samhar I. Al-Akash, MD, and 
Salam I. Gharaybeh, MD

Elvera (Vera) E. Butler 
Raye Anne and Leroy Jendrusch

Pat Campbell  
Margaret and Mitch Meinecke

Emma Cantrell 
Ginger and Lee A. DeLaune

Ignacio Castillo 
Worldwide Techservices, LLC

Mitch Castillo  
Juan Rocha

Will M. Cox  
Susan and Stephen Way

Eric Davis 
Donna H. Hafner

Scott Donaho  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

James A. Duff, MD 
Charleen and Harry L. Forsyth

Gerald W. Eckel  
Randy Katcsmorak 
Jeanette and Leo Lyssy

Gertrude G. Eckel  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Jim Elliff 
Mary and Kenneth Hefte

Carlos R. Estrada  
Ernest D. Buck, MD, and 
   Fran Wilms

Gloria Etie  
Linda and Buddy Walker

Betty Faktor  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

George W. Flood  
Lynn and Tom Shirley

Victor Flores  
Bobby Clark

Mario A. Galicia  
Belinda J. Arredondo-Alejandro

Bobbie Gaspard 
Julie Guillot

Hoyte Gentry  
Emily and Casper Wenzel

Janice Green  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Angie Guevara  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Freida Hallick  
Georgia P. Schwartz

Sonia M. Hernandez  
Carlos Hernandez

Kenneth M. Hodges  
Diane Bell-Dreitzler 
Duff, Kitchel & Company 
Donna H. Hafner 
Ann E. Hodges 
Joan Kunitz 
Heddie Lookadoo 
Matthew Manwaring 
Edward Pfeil 

Jane Teer 
Lisa Valderrama

Floyd O. Hoff  
Massey Farms, Inc.

Daniel Hosek  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Edward Hosek  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Olive J. Hughes  
Celanese Foundation

Jacob W. Jackson 
Laurie and Wayne Jackson

Anna Mae Jurgajtis  
Gery Jendrusch 
Raye Anne and Leroy Jendrusch 
Betsy and Robert Rutkowski 
Darlene Woelfel

John W. Landrum  
Debora and David Siemonsma

Lemanczky, MD  
Uduak T. Etuknwa, MD

Ernie E. Lyssy  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Bill Millikin  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Lindsay Moncada  
Suzanne R. Lewis

Margarita T. Olivares  
Moses Garcia

Elias Olivarez 
Edmundo Olivarez

Jared A. Olvera 
Ramiro Gonzalez 
Elva Trevino

Lambert J. Pawelek  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Steven J. Pawelek  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Travis J. Peters  
Johanna Ullrich

Albert Pruski  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Brenda Pullin  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Frank Rhew  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Leonard Rotter  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Helen Schmidt  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Leo Schneider  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Joe Seebach  
Raye Anne and Leroy Jendrusch

Jett Shryock  
Peggy and Joe J. Mauch

Stan Sigman  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Evelyn Solomon 
Mary Alice Landrum

Marion Strunk  
Lina Crumpler

Winnette Sullivan 
Julie Guillot

Iman Taylor  
Ronald Smith

Stanley Toeppich  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Helen H. Troup  
Scarlett and Kelby D. Gorman 
Gloria Vela  
Joe R. Vela

Sammy Vincent  
Jan and Arnoldo X. Cuellar, DDS

Janelle Walker  
Katherine and Stanley Thomas

Shawna Wiatrek  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Marilyn Zolkoski  
Lyssy & Eckel Feeds
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